Group Activities for the Literacy Hour

Word / Letter Work
· Fishing Games: 

Materials: fishing rods with a magnet attached, ‘fish’ shapes cards with letters or words on

You could use these to..

1. Match the ‘captured’ lower case letters to the matching upper case letters on individual ‘lotto-style’ boards or on a larger baseboard.

2. Match the captured words to either the same word or to a corresponding picture

3. [image: image1.wmf] 

Match the captured letters to pictures beginning with that sound (or captured pictures to the letters)

· Lotto Games (made or bought – there are several already in school)

You could use these to..

1. Match pictures

2. Turn over a card and read it. Match to your own or another player’s board. In the early stages you might want to word-match but other options include matching the word to a picture, matching a picture to a word, matching a concept word to a symbol (e.g. big, tall, green, happy)

3. Develop rhyming and phonic skills using the same format.
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· Multi-sensory activities 

1. Cut letter shapes out of textured paper (lumpy wallpaper is good) to make their own names or high-frequency words. 

2. Make letters and words out of plasticine (the manipulation skills required will have beneficial effects when writing)

3. Make tracing cards using a hollow font and form the letters using Wikki Sticks. If you can stick the Wikki sticks down somehow, they can do a rubbing.

4. Use the ‘roll-and-write’ letters to practise formation

5. Trace letters or words and, if you use the colour-change pens, the children could trace over a second time.

6. Practise writing letters and words in dry / wet sand or salt. You could also use shaving foam.

7. Use different pens, pencils etc. to make the writing ‘feel’ different

· Phonological Awareness activities

1. Sort objects or pictures into sets that begin with particular sounds. Start with sounds that are very distinct e.g ‘long’ vs ‘short’ (sh / t). If you have a child who is making speech errors, work your way round to gradually working on the sound he/she normally says and the sound he/she should be saying. This activity can be done by other children as well so the child with the speech difficulty wont feel singled out. Don’t work on vowels until they can confidently sort out consonants as vowels are ‘open’ sounds with very little mouth movement to help the children make decisions.

2. Draw the pictures once they have been sorted. (a line down the centre of the page with ‘s’ written on one side and ‘t’ on the other). If the children cannot draw recognisable pictures, consider producing pictures for them to cut and stick into the right ‘set’. It is sometimes helpful to have a picture to cue them in e.g a sandwich by the ‘s’ and a tiger by the ‘t’. Try to avoid blends at first although I have found this particularly hard with ‘g’. Ideally try to write the words alongside the sorted pictures as this links listening and reading.

3. Sort / draw rhyming objects or pictures

4. Sort / draw according to final sound or medial vowel (leave this until other things are secure)

5. Sort and draw items according to the number of syllables in the word.

6. Silly Bulls syllable board game (in SLU)
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· Word Searches 

1. on laminated cards or in magazines and newspapers
2. using the 500 word code books (Year 2)
3. Boggle / Scrabble
· Phonic activities

1. Use magnetic / plastic letters to make simple words to match the pictures on word cards. Once checked, the children could write their words out and draw a picture to go with them.

2. Lotto games, fishing games (as above)

3. Look Cover Remember Write Check activities for spellings

4. Write out words that have a particular spelling pattern in them.

5. Tracking activities on laminated cards or along lines of text in newspapers etc. to detect a target letter (could look for a target word)
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6. The Words and Pictures site has some poems http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/teachers/resources.shtml 

which they suggest could be used to look for CVC words

7. Word wheels which make up rhyming words – could copy out and illustrate the words

8. Decorate letter shapes with pictures of things beginning with that sound
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· Fine Motor skills

1. Tracing activities e.g laminated tracing cards featuring letters or patterns

2. Drawing and writing work cards

3. Laminated join-the-dots activities which involve crossing the midline and diagonals

4. Tracing in sand, salt, foam etc.

5. Rolling plasticine, cutting shapes
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Sentence Work

· Plan the word games so that the words can be arranged to form a sentence once the board has been completed. 

The children could then copy the sentence and draw a picture to illustrate it.

· Cloze activities which require the children to complete a sentence with an appropriate missing word (work cards)

· Mixed-up words which have to be rearranged to make a sentence - illustrate

· Copying out and punctuating sentences
· Adding adjectives / adverbs to sentences
· Join two sentences using words such as ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘because’.
· Drawing pictures to illustrate sentences
· Drawing / painting pictures to illustrate a story – write captions
· Sequence three or four pictures related to the main input and write a sentence for each one.
· Use ‘Breakthrough to Literacy’ style of sentence maker to create sentences from words. You could use the Velcro ‘booklet’ idea
Useful websites for ideas

http://www.penguin.com.au/PUFFIN/TEACHERS/classroom%20activities/literacy_early.htm 

has ideas from Jane Welsh linked to specific books e.g

The terrible underpants

The Jolly Postman stories

A nice walk in the jungle

Brown bear, brown bear what do you see

The Birdsville monster

Polar Bear, polar bear what do you hear

The red woollen blanket

The happy families series

Little cloud

Bears in the Park

Mr McGee and the Blackberry Jam

Don’t forget the Bacon

Lucy and Tom go to school

Stories from our street

A Lion in the night

Bertie and the bear

King Change-a-lot

See also the booklet I wrote about online activities

Check the Hamilton trust site for ideas

http://www.adrianbruce.com/reading/games.htm 

has games which you can print out (I like his fish templates)

*  you may get asked for a password to access some sites but I find that clicking on ‘OK’ or ‘cancel’ usually lets you in.
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