This is my third year working with two older children with aspergers. I strongly 
suggest you visit the child at home - the key question in the early 
months is likely to be 'how do I motivate this child'. Stars, praise 
and the usual school motivators may not have any relevance at all. Best 
results are likely to be around his obsessions, and his parents will be 
the best guides to what works, and what the child enjoys. Make some 
pictures of these activities and laminate them. (preferably photos). 
They will save your life, and the class teacher's. The child will 
quickly come to understand the idea that "if I do this I get the 
activity in the picture afterwards". Let him choose the reward activity 
from a menu of two or three pictures.  Get a good quality five minute 
sand-timer - they come in quality circle time kits if your school has 
one, or order from the quality circle time site. This establishes the 
idea of five minutes work, five minutes peace, 5 minutes tennis 
activity etc. If he isn't being good saying you will take back the 
picture will be enough to change his behaviour, where no amount of 
words would.

You may find that the child will need the class environment modified - 
this can be as simple as tacking cardboard to a desk to create a 
distraction free work area. It may involve providing headphones to 
filter out distractions or ensuring that the child is not sitting in 
the sun. Find out from the parents what sensory difficulties the child 
has - one of my children couldn't realise he was bleeding, and would 
sit in a jumper on a hot day while his skin cooked, but jumped two 
yards and screamed any time he was touched on the back - we had some 
fun with lining up!  I suggest you work on a staggered introduction to 
school if your school doesn't already do this - one hour for the first 
week, two for the second. This may provide a useful breathing space for 
both child and adults. It's very important to see the child in the 
playground or any other less structured activities. He may be fine in 
class until it comes to time for P.E. - we had tantrums from a bright 9 
year old because his mum hadn't put his particular shampoo in his 
swimming bag.

The work program may not need to be very different from an existing infant 
one. Most non-verbal infant activities will suit - sorting things by 
colour, shape, size etc will establish a work routine. The activities 
need to be very structured - make some multipurpose sorting boxes  with 
two slots, 4 slots and 6 slots if you haven't already got them. Do 
contact the child's speech therapist, as this will give you an idea 
what the child's difficulties with understanding instructions are, and 
she may provide language activities at exactly the right level. You may 
find that the child is a little genius at activities he likes, and 
using the ordinary infant computer programs is likely to be enough to 
get the child reading well, and making progress with numeracy. On the 
other hand one of mine happily learnt to read but did no number work 
for a year until we eventually and after numerous aborted "teacher 
brainwave" attempts found the right motivator.

Irish society for autism have a library of books for rent to teachers 
parents  - link to their website below - they also have a list of 
schools with special classes for autism etc which may help you find 
support locally. Schools with units for aspergers are less commonplace 
- there's one in Lucan I think.
http://www.iol.ie/~isa1/

There are excellent articles on the Indiana research into Autism site 
and on Early Childhood Behavioural Health. Links below.

http://www.iidc.indiana.edu/irca/SocialLeisure/playtime.html
http://www.earlychildhoodbehavioralhealth.com/Articles/AutismLook.htm
http://www.earlychildhoodbehavioralhealth.com/Articles/SI.htm

Children with ASD have difficulty understanding what other people are 
thinking and feeling. It's as if they believe you are in their head. 
You may need to teach him to recognise body language, facial 
expressions, tone of voice etc. Do2learn have fabulous interactive 
activities which you can download or use online.

http://www.do2learn.com/games/feelingsgame/index.htm
http://www.do2learn.com/games/learningames.htm

You may need to prepare yourself for possibly feeling totally rejected 
and unwanted and irrelevant. Both my pupils were incredibly hard to 
communicate with - even when they could read and write - one of them 
used to think about the question for five minutes and then come and 
tell me the answer, by which time I had forgotten what I had asked - so 
we went through a year of written questions and answers! Your language 
program may start with "John will say hi when someone says hi to him" - 
as in "I can't be bothered". You may have a child who either smiles 
twice a year, or a child who smiles all year, including when being told 
off for walking on a classmate. You won't know until you meet the 
child. Take things very slowly indeed, and assume nothing. Expect 
nothing, observe and record - use a cine-camera, tape-recorder, or 
digital camera. I'm now so sorry we didn't record the pupils spinning in 
the school yard, and the slow progress to the point where they now turn 
the skipping rope and take their turn in simple games. 
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